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Purpose
• Serve as the operation element of the grant-funded project, 

GPA: Greenhouse, Prairie & Arboretum



Mission
• Restore outdoor learning spaces by offering paid internships to 

university scholars and high school students, which provides them and 
their families with economic relief during the COVID-19 pandemic, while 
also instilling ownership in the local rural environment.



Opportunity
• Employ

• 4 supervisors (university scholars)
• 7 interns (high school students)

• Timeline
• Recruit

• Fall 2020
• Onboard

• Winter 2020 
• Begin work

• January 12 - May 13, 2021



Duties

• Interns (high school students)
• Basic horticulture tasks
• Daily and seasonal 

maintenance for each 
learning site/facility.

• Daily and seasonal care for 
the plants and wildlife 
located in each learning 
site/facility.



Duties

• Supervisors (university scholars)
• Train and tutor student interns 

in basic horticulture practices.
• Assign interns to instruct 

peer-to-peer trainings as skills 
develop and become apparent.

• Focus on the student interns’ 
safety, teamwork, and growth 
as professionals.



Additional Duties

• Interns
• Serve as instructional 

assistants to University of 
Nebraska Extension 
educators, who teach 
experiential lessons to K-8 
afterschool students.

• Seed starting 
• Transplanting 
• Winter sowing 
• Pollinators

• Supervisors
• Collaborate and align 

greenhouse operations with 
the FFA Advisor, who uses the 
space to instruct school day 
lessons to AgEd students.



Supervisors
Universities

• University of Nebraska (2)
• Doane University (2)

Majors
• Educational Leadership
• Agricultural Education
• Agribusiness
• Special Education

*The current Nebraska State FFA 
President was employed as a supervisor. 

State FFA President (podium) and Gov. Ricketts (in back of podium) at today’s press conference.

Photo Courtesy/ Gov. Pete Ricketts Office / February 23, 2021



In-Person Training & Tutorials
• Seed Starting
• Transplanting
• Arboretum Tool Safety
• Mulching & Tree Care
• Tree Planting
• Garden Design
• Companion Gardening
• Proper Watering
• Aquaponics Management
• Greenhouse Maintenance



Online Training & Tutorials
• Introductory Employee Training 

for Greenhouse Crop Production
• Modules

• Introduction & Industry 
Overview

• Greenhouse Basics
• Insects & Diseases
• Finished Crops
• Safety in the Greenhouse

• Exam (conducted in-person)
• 12 questions
• 70% required





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sLuCkMRV4G6gXYVejtBTBBCSn6ny7KtD/preview


Restoration Challenges

• Greenhouse
• Underutilized as a horticultural grow center for nearly 15 years
• Served largely as a storage space 

• Prairie
• Unkempt
• Not suitable as a learning space or for the visitor experience

• Arboretum
• No instructional use since 2012
• No purposeful plant care or mulching since 2013
• Missing placards, rotted identification posts and dead trees



GREENHOUSE



Greenhouse

Restoration
Instructional Assisting
Triangle Companion Garden

• Design
• Transplanting
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/144At07XfTBNsufqXZ_B_p_gK3cukD56b/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1XzjxleSbIxR9bbF9rCS5GJ3-w9s5hugm/preview






PRAIRIE



Prairie

Sign restoration [Before & After]
Installation of accreditation signs
Prairie and bee’s mixes transplanted
Installation of the Insect Hotels



AFTERBEFORE







ARBORETUM



Arboretum

Webpage link and QR code

Digital map screenshot

Deinstallation of placards and posts

Restoration

Installation of bat houses and bird feeders

‘Art in the Great Outdoors’ family event

• Tree plantings



Arboretum

Videos, photos, publications, 
public garden accreditations, 
awards, etc.

https://middle.creteschools.org/abo
ut/Crete_Public_Schools_Arboretum

Use the QR Code for access!

https://middle.creteschools.org/about/Crete_Public_Schools_Arboretum
https://middle.creteschools.org/about/Crete_Public_Schools_Arboretum


Design Phase
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Above & Beyond

Landscape Plan for the Elementary

Overview

• Installation
• Mulch
• Planting

Summer 2021



CCLC

Landscape Plan

Crete Elementary School

Spring & Summer 2021

Action

Joel Bramhall, CCLC Director, will 
organize the 7 high school students 
and 4 university scholars employed 
by the Green-Collar Internship 
Program to execute the landscape 
plan.* The university scholars serve 
as the program supervisors.

If necessary and/or possible, the 
plan will continue June 1 through 
June 25 with only 2 high school 
student interns and 1 university 
scholar participating. 

*Semester 2 internships end May 12.

Crete Elementary School
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Installation
• Four raised beds behind the 

shop at the CPS Administration 
building.

• Spaced evenly next to, and 
within, the 9 fence panels 
that line the east side of 
the shop – see diagram 
below.

Fence panel

Raised bed

Crete Elementary School
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Mulch
• All trees on all sides of Crete 

Elementary School.
• The space between the new and 

old school buildings on the 
south side.

• The rectangle bed within the 
concrete playground.

• Each of the four square beds 
along E 10th Street.

• The corner section and raised 
bed around the tree at the 
intersection E 10th Street & 
Juniper Ave.

• The trees and shrubs in the 
median of the parking lot at 
Crete Public Schools 
Administration building.

• A 1 foot path on three sides of 
each raised bed behind the shop 
at the Crete Public Schools 
Administration building.

Crete Elementary School
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Planting
• The space between the new and 

old school buildings on the 
south side.

• Shade plants in the larger 
space to the east of the 
sidewalk.

• Tall prairie grasses in the 
narrower space to the 
west of the sidewalk.

• Annual flowers in each of the 
various sized garden containers 
along the south side of Crete 
Elementary School building, as 
well as any containers located 
around the school building.

• Perennial flowers in the 
rectangle bed within the 
concrete playground.

• Perennial flowers in the raised 
bed around the tree at the 
intersection E 10th Street & 
Juniper Ave.

• Heirloom vegetables and herbs 
in each of the four raised beds 
behind the shop at the CPS 
Administration building.

Crete Elementary School
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1HdD9-lB7yoFadlLxMyTLTWWnHqaBmUPP/preview






Conclusion
The internship program concluded on May 13, 2021.

The interns received a ‘Certificate of Achievement’ during a 
two-hour ceremony celebrating their accomplishments.

They dined on pizza and soda, while listening to a thank you 
speech from the CCLC Director. The interns also shared 
stories about the relationships built, the teamwork and skills 
learned, and favorite moments from the experience. 

Each intern also answered aloud the following questions:

● Why did you apply?
● What did you learn?







Remaining
The internship program concluded on May 13, 2021.

The Green-Collar Internship Program advanced and exceeded 
the restoration process outlined in the GPA: Greenhouse, 
Prairie & Arboretum project.

Only remaining in the plan was the installation of permanent 
interpretive signage, picnic tables, and park benches, which 
are scheduled for future completion by local organizations.





Revival
Upon award of the Summer of Innovation Grant, the program was 
revived from June 1 to June 25. 

Employing two high school students as interns and one university 
scholar as a supervisor, the program focused on co-instructing the 104 
elementary and middle school students enrolled in CCLC Summer. 



Summer 2021
Interns led hands-on lessons in edible gardening, olericulture, 
floriculture, environmental stewardship, and entrepreneurship. 

In addition, they instructed Beyond School Bells’ BioBlitz and Omaha 
Henry Doorly Zoo’s Nebraska Pollinators curriculums. Furthermore, 
during field trips to Pioneers Park Nature Center (Lincoln) and Lewis & 
Clark Visitor Center (Missouri Basin), they provided educational 
guidance.

During the Survivalist Day with Nebraska Game & Parks Commission, 
they led the construction of forts as wildlife watching stations. 

The culminating project witnessed each student taking home a 
wooden kitchen garden crate filled with homegrown vegetables and 
flowers they grew with the interns’ leadership and assistance.



Additional Content

Social Media

Why CCLC?

Why CCLC? video



Social Media

@CardinalCenters

@CardinalCenters 



Why CCLC?

Promotional video for the out-of-school time program, which includes a 
showcase of the ‘Green-Collar Internship Program’



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kq_AV2Bb_P8


Contact

Joel Bramhall

Director

402-826-9836 (Office)

405-394-5052 (Cell)

joel.bramhall@creteschools.org

joel.bramhall@gmail.com

mailto:joel.bramhall@creteschools.org
mailto:joel.bramhall@gmail.com



